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Thech1:·
Pray Hard: Talk to God with Total
Confidence, by Kevin Johnson. Early
Teen Discipleship Series. Minneapolis:
Bethany House, 2001. 122 pp. $7.99.
ISBN 1-55661-639-2.
Cross Train: Blast Through the Bible
from Front to Back, by Kevin
Johnson. Early Teen Discipleship
Series. Minneapolis: Bethany House,
2001. 123 pp. $7.99. ISBN 1-55661-638-4.
Reviewed by Melissa Moore, Reference
Librarian and Team Leader for Public
Services, Union University, Jackson,
Tennessee.

Each of these books is laid out the
same way. Each book has five sections,
with five studies in each section. Each
of the 25 studies begins with "Brain
Drain," an open-ended question. Each
one includes a "Bible Chunk" of
relevant Scripture, some background
and questions on the text and its
relevance for teens, a suggestion for
acting on the teaching, and a "Dig On"
section for further study. "Sticky Stuff'
is the memory verse to accompany that
study (and Johnson's included punchout memory cards in the back to make it
easy). The sections of Pray Hard
include "No Fakey Prayers" (how to
pray, and how not to) and "Parts of
Prayer. Cross Train attempts to survey
the Bible in 25 lessons, and while some
detractors might argue that this diminishes the power of the Scriptures, in
reality this approach makes the Bible
more attainable for youth who might
otherwise be put off by such a large task.
Kevin Johnson is known to many
teens as the author of devotionals such
as Can I Be a Christian Without Being
Weird? and Was That a Balloon or Did
Your Head Just Pop? He has helped
Ravi Zacharias craft a youth edition of
his popular apologetic Jesus Among
Other Gods and Josh McDowell write
God's Will, God's Best for Your_Life. He
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served as senior editor of nonfiction
adult books for Bethany House
Publishers before becoming a fulltime
writer and speaker.
The Early Teen Discipleship Series
fills a pressing need in the area of brief
and easy-to-understand discipleship
guides for teens age 10-15. The Series
currently includes these titles plus Get
God: Make Friends with the King of
the Universe and Wise Up: Stand Clear
of the Unsmartness of Sin, and two
more (Bust Loose: Become the Wild
New Person You Are in Jesus and Get
Smart: Unscramble Mind-Boggling
Questions of Your Faith) are due out in
August 2002. Each book can be studied
individually or could be used in a Bible
study group or Sunday school class.
The Difficult Doctrine of the Love of
God, by D. A. Carson, Wheaton, lll.:
Crossway Books, 2000. 93 pp. $12.99
ISBN 1-58134-126-1.
Reviewed by Philip Estes, Technical
Services Librarian, Mount Vernon
NQ.Zflrene University, Mount Vernon, Ohio.

God's love a difficult doctrine? The
apostle John makes it seem so simple,
so transparent when he says, "God is
love." We sang it in Sunday school.
However, once you have read this
brief volume you will begin to understand, if you do not already, how
important and far reaching is what the
Bible has to say about this important
attribute of God. Carson opens the
discussion with a chapter titled On
Distorting the Love of God (p. 9) in
which he gives several reasons in
support of his contention that (properly)
understanding God's love requires more
than casual effort. He cites the "impact
of contemporary sentimentalized
versions of love" (p. 15), and the
reluctance of our culture to insist on any
definition as objectively true (p.l3).

His last point in this regard, that
"the love of God is sometimes portrayed as much easier and more obvious
than it really is" (p. 15), leads to an
analysis of five different ways in which
the Bible speaks of the love of God:
the mutual love of Father and Son,
God's love for His creation, His saving
concern toward the world, God's love
for the elect, and His conditional love
for His people. Thus the complexity of
the doctrine begins to appear. A chapter
on the definition of God's love (including a much needed corrective on the use
of word studies to determine the
meaning of a biblical term) is worth the
price of the book. A chapter on God's
love and sovereignty and one on God's
love and wrath conclude this challenging theological exercise.
Far from dry and pedantic, Carson
demonstrates a genuine concern for
truth and compassion for both saved
and lost. You may not agree with
everything D. A. Carson proposes, but
he certainly presents some important
considerations for the discussion.
Recommended for all academic
libraries that collect in the area of Bible
and theology.
Career and Calling: A Guide for
Counselors, Youth, and Young
Adults, by Ginny Ward Holderness.
Louisville, KY: Geneva Press, 2000.
141 pp. $19.95 ISBN 0-664-50205-9.
Reviewed by C. Brian Smith, Reference
Librarian, Judson College, Elgin, fllinois.

Career counseling books imbued
with a Christian perspective seem to be
a rare commodity. Aside from the
writings of Larry Burkett (e.g., Finding
the Career that Fits You), the market
seems lean. A need exists for Career
and Calling - - a faith-based approach to
vocational guidance. It's written for not
only the counselor, but also the counselee.
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Holderness' vision for helping
young people is realistic. "Statistics
show that people change jobs an
average of fourteen times," the author
points out. (1). Therefore, advising I 9to 35-year-olds to choose one career is
folly. The author instead steps back and
looks at the bigger picture. Good career
counseling - - whether secular or sacred
- - helps people to know themselves,
Holderness contends.
Career and Calling is logically
divided into two parts. Part I covers the
necessity for and philosophical underpinnings of a career-counseling
ministry. Part 2 contains hands-on
career counseling sessions, which
canvass such territory as God's calling,
interests and values, and career options.
What stands out is Chapter 3 ("The
Practices of Faith"), which delves into
the spiritual disciplines such as prayer,
meditation, and j ournal writing.
Readers are reminded of the theological
concepts that under gird this book and
its approach to helping people. Those
interested in journal writing can refer to
Appendix I, which is rife with thoughtprovoking questions. And those
intrigued by spiritual formation would
do well to consult the guidelines for
planning and facilitating "A Spirituality
Retreat," which can be found in
Appendix 2. The third appendix
includes a bibliography broken down
into these categories: General Resources on Career and Calling, Faith
and Spirituality; and Generational
Studies, Disabilities or Special-Needs
Persons. Also included are specific
Web sites for career counseling as well
as job listings and internships. Last,
there's a listing or directory of interdenominational career development
centers located in various states.
Career and Calling is recommended for all collections, especially in
high school and college libraries.
The Case For Faith: A Journalist
Investigates the Toughest Objections
to Christianity, by Lee Strobel. Grand
Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000. 300 pp.
$12.99. ISBN 0-310-23469-7.
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Reviewed by C. Brian Smith, Reference
librarian, Judson College, Elgin, lllinois.
Former atheist and Chicago Tribune
reporter Lee Strobel has invented a new
genre of Christian evidences: "journalistic apologetics". His approach is a
welcome addition to a field largely
crowded by either obtuse textbooks or
tomes. Strobel, currently teaching
pastor at Saddleback Community
Church (Orange County, California),
succeeds in making an intellectually dry
subject more palatable and personal for
the layperson. His attention to detail
and storytelling abilities are responsible
for the book's fast pace and readability.
The Case for Faith dovetails on the
success and style of its predecessor, The
Case for Christ, which deals with the
historical viability of Christianity. In
this book Strobel tackles the most
intellectual and emotional challenges to
the veracity of the Christian faith. He
raises eight valid objections or conundrums that run the gamut from the
presence of suffering in the world; the
abhorrent doctrine of hell; the struggle
with doubt, and so on. As the author
reveals, " ... these obstacles ... once
stood between me and faith" (20). To
unravel these difficulties, Strobel meets
individually with eight scholars,
including luminaries such as Peter
Kreeft, William Lane Craig, Norman
Geisler, and J.P. Moreland. Writes
Strobel, "I resolved to tack down the
most knowledgeable and ardent
defenders of Christianity" (23).
Strobel writes for a wide audience
in The Case for Faith. His book serves
as an evangelistic tool for skeptics and
seekers, convincing them of the
tenability of the Christian world view.
Each chapter begins with two thoughtprovoking and diametrically opposed
quotations that express the battle
between unbelief and belief. Moreover,
each chapter concludes with study
questions ("Deliberations") for group
or individual reflection.
Selectors and acquisitions librarians
may want to use the reading lists that
are collected at the end of each chapter,

for collection development to enhance
their apologetics offerings or build a
core collection from scratch. The book
includes an appendix that summarizes
its predecessor, The Case For Christ.
Although not a scholarly work, The
Case for Faith contains solid, scholarly
content and is suited for academic
libraries.
The Will of God as a Way of Life,
Finding and Following the Will of
God, by Gerald L. Sittser. Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 2000.
240 pp. $16.99. ISBN 0-310-22656-2
Reviewed by Mark G Hail, Reference
Librarian, Northwestern College, St.
Paul, Minnesota.
This book is a departure from the
traditional evangelical teaching on the
will of God. Sittser, a professor of
religion and philosophy at Whitworth
College in Spokane, Washington, has
written other books that have received
good reviews on religious/theology
topics prior to this work, including the
acclaimed book, A Grace Disguised:
How the Soul Grows through Loss.
Sittser has studied his subject thoughtfully and prayerfully because of the
tragic deaths of his mother, wife, and
daughter in an automobile accident with
a drunk driver. This tragedy forced him
to reconsider his assumptions about
God's will. How could he integrate
suffering as a part of God's will, when
God's desire is to bless and keep us in
His care?
His position is reasonable and
scriptural. He breaks his subject down
into workable areas of life that most can
identify with while also introducing
other areas that may be new ways of
thinking about God's will ideas for
many. He defmes the conventional
approach to the will of God as a
'specific pathway we should follow into
the future. God knows what this
pathway is, and He has laid it out for us
to follow. Our responsibility is to
discover this pathway, God's plan for
our lives. He found the conventional
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approach to the will of God as untenable, unworkable, and unsupported in
scripture and in his own life experiences. His conclusion was that he had
misunderstood what God' s will really
is. God's will is for us to be attentive
to the everyday decisions we make in
our lives, so that if we are faithful in
these things we will make good
decisions regarding the bigger events in
our lives. We simply need to do the
things we already know in the present.
God is most clear on these things in His
Word.
I found this work to be insightful,
biblically sound, and very readable for
the layman as well as the theologian.
Highly recommended for pastors,
layman, college and university libraries,
and everyone interested in the subject.
The Connecting Church, by Randy
Frazee. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001.
254 pp. $16.99. ISBN 0-310-23308-9.

Reviewed by Leslie Starasta, Infonnation
Services Librarian, Lincoln Christian
College & Seminary, lincoln, Illinois.

In The Connecting Church, Randy
Frazee utilizes the fictitious Johnson
family to form a backdrop to depict the
isolation and loneliness felt by many
families even though they are involved
in small groups. The same small
groups designed to build community
and assimilate families into churches
frequently fail to build substantial
relationships between members.
Fortunately, Randy Frazee, a graduate
of Dallas Theological Seminary and
senior pastor of Pantego Bible Church
in Arlington, Texas, was not content
with his church's small group ministry
and longed to establish true community
among his church members.
Randy Frazee is clear throughout
The Connecting Church that his goal is
to take the typical small groups found
in churches across America "to the next
level" by demonstrating how to
implement Biblical community (22).
The author asserts that individualism,
isolationism, and consumerism have

72

fragmented our lifestyles resulting in
the lack of community found in
American society and our churches.
Frazee states, "we must consolidate our
worlds into one" (35). Beyond simply
pointing out society's ills, he gives very
specific suggestions on how churches
can create true Biblical community in
small groups through implementing a
common purpose, commonplace, and
common possessions.
The fictitious Johnson family is
used throughout The Connecting
Church to illustrate both the issues
hindering community and the suggested
Biblically and historically rooted
solutions. Frazee effectively weaves
together research, examples, personal
testimonies, and practical experience in
his own ministry to convey his message.
The Connecting Church leaves the
reader longing for authentic community; however, Frazee honestly states
that his three-pronged strategy for
achieving authentic community will
require a "radical restructuring of our
lifestyle" and of our churches (35).
Unlike other books on small group
ministry, The Connecting Church does
not offer quick fixes or specific step-bystep instructions. What it does offer are
sound insights into the obstacles
blocking community and principles for
achieving community along with
examples from Frazee's own ministry.
Although focused on small groups,
college and seminary students preparing for all facets of ministry will benefit
from these insights. Ministers and
leaders of churches who desire to build
true community will find The Connecting Church to be a valuable blueprint.
Art of Celebration, written and
directed by David Katzive. Clarksburg,
New Jersey: Alden Films, 1988. Video.

Reviewed by Mark Yannie, Assistant
Professor/Reference Librarian, St. Cloud
State University, St. Cloud, Minnesota.
This visual record from the Yeshiva
University Museum of an exhibit of
Jewish Holidays presented materials

from personal collections from throughout the United States. Each display
successfully captures the mood of a
particular celebration by creating
environments through furniture,
objects, and decor. The music in the
video chosen for each segment helped
to greatly enhance these moods. The
displays were made up of both dated
and modern objects as they actually
appear in a person's home during the
time of celebration. The cyclical nature
of the celebrations was emphasized by
bringing to attention the seasons of the
year and seasons of life, with a concentration on the objects displayed and style of
the home settings. The concept of the
"sanctification" of time was presented.
Celebrations included; the Sabbath,
Rosh Hashanah, Sukkot, Chanukkah,
Purim, a Brist, Passover, Shavu'ot, and
a Wedding. Surprisingly, a Bar/Bat
Mitzvah or a Shiva (funeral) was not
covered. The video was narrated by
Steve Post and Monya Zuba and
occasionally reverted to "live" footage
of a tour guide speaking about the
displays to children in the museum.
These portions did nothing to enhance
any aspect of the video. The video is a
great visual supplement to the study of
Jewish holidays and customs, although
at times if the viewer did not have a
basic background concerning the
subject matter, they would have been at
a loss as to what was being shown.
More concise, detailed information
could have accompanied each segment.
Completed with a grant from the
Newman Fund of the National Foundation for Jewish Culture, and the Friends
of the Yeshiva Museum, this video was
purely a record of the 1986-87 exhibit
and an overview of Jewish ceremonies
and holidays. I would recommend it as
only a visual supplement to education
on Jewish customs with an emphasis on
varying styles of celebration.
Go Down, Moses! Daily devotions
inspired by old Negro spirituals,
edited by Leonidas A. Johnson. Valley
Forge: Judson Press, 2000. 392 pp.
$13.00. ISBN 0-8170-1372-5
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Reviewed by Mark Yannie, Assistant
Professor!Riference librarian, St. Cloud
State University, St. Cloud, Minnesota.
366 spirituals for each day of the
year are presented with a Bible reading
guide for those who wish to read
through the Bible in one year at the
bottom of each page. Short "Prayer
Focus'" at the bottom of each entry
sums up the message for that day. Each
day also consists of a reference to
scripture in the: Pentateuch, Joshua,
Psalms, Proverbs, the Gospels, Acts, or
Revelation. Bible Quotations are taken
mostly from the New King James
Version. Bible Quotations are taken mostly
from the New King James Version.
The overall spirit of the work is
established at the beginning after the
dedication with the stating of Hebrews
12:1-3. This is followed by a Preface
that is a focused sermon addressed to
all Christians, especially AfricanAmericans, and is an overview of the
liberating, delivering power of God.
The author describes the spirituals as "a
record of the traditions, beliefs,
customs, and longings of an oppressed
people" and the "heart of all other
American music" (xiii).
Before the spirituals start, a "Hymn
of Invocation" and 6 "Hymns of
Meditation" are included. At the end of
the work, an addendum with a "Hymn
of Judgment Day", 3 "Hymns of
Benediction", 4 additional Benedictions, a bibliography, and a discography
are included. As a musician, I had
wished that the written music could
have somehow been included to
enhance the feel and the meaning of the
spirituals, to give even greater depth.
An alphabetical index is also included.
The author, Leonidas Johnson, is a
third-generation African-American
preacher and founder of Crystal
Fountain Ministries, Inc., Diamond Bar,
California. He is also author of other
devotionals, and works dealing with
hymns and sermons, including;
Solomon's Prayer (2002), Bread of
Heaven Songs ofPraise (2001),

Foolishness of the Message Preached
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(1999), and What Is This Thing Called
Preaching (1997). Many of the
spirituals are written in dialect, and
some words may not easily be understood.
Overall, it is a great collection, and
a quite different experience for those
who have been through more conventional daily devotionals. This devotional
would be a great addition to any Religious,
African-American, or Music collection.
The Wonder of Christmas, by Jeanne
Conte. Allen, TX: Thomas More
Publishing, 2001. 128 pp. $14.95.
ISBN 0-88347-477-8.

Reviewed by Marguerite W. Closs,
Retired, Trinity Baptist College,
Jacksonville, Florida.
This is a lovely gift book with short,
interesting stories, colorfully decorated
with photography and art. It would be a
valuable addition to the Christmas story
collection for those searching for an
unusual story for Christmas presentations. This author and photographer
has selected for her fourth book,
twenty-one poems, legends and stories
to illustrate the wonders of Christmas.
The stories are touching, tender, and
heartwarming. The author has a special
talent for involving the reader. She uses
the first person point-of-view to make
the reader a special friend in whom she
is confiding. The events of the stories
span the years from the time of Christ's
birth to the present. "Out of Egypt I
Called My Son" takes place during
Christ's early years; while "Wallpaper
World" brings us to the present.
I thoroughly enjoyed reading these
stories; which, I am sure, is one of the
author's purposes for the book. It helps
the reader feel a new wonder of
Christmas. Recommended for church
and personal libraries.
Four Views of Youth Ministry and
the Church: Inclusive Congregational, Preparatory, Missional,
Strategic, by Mark Senter ill ... (et al.)
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2001.
163 pp. $17.99. ISBN 0-310-23405-0.

Reviewed by Marguerite W. Closs,
Retired, Trinity Baptist College,
Jacksonville, Florida.
These four contributing authors
have extensive experience in youth
work and have published previously
and exhibit a deep concern about the
retention of young people in the church
after they leave the youth group. This
book was written in order to aid the
youth pastor to "build a theology of
youth ministry and the church based
upon the collective insights gained from
our discussion (xviii).
Each author presents their views to
youth ministry, which is then followed
with a response by the other three. The
author then is given an opportunity to
present a final rejoinder. The format
for each chapter includes a rationale for
the approach, a definition, a description, theological justifications, and an
exposition on the changes that would be
required in the church to fulflll the
approach.
These four approaches are the
Inclusive Congregational Approach,
which seeks to integrated the young
people into the entire church life; The
Missional Approach, which views the
youth ministry as a mission of the
church with evangelism as one of its
main features; the Preparatory Approach, which prepares the youth to
participate in the church, offering
training and participation opportunities;
and the Strategic Approach, which the
youth pastor becomes pastor.
On reading the descriptions of each,
one finds much more than these simple
definitions, stemming from the philosophy behind each approach.
The chapters are well documented
with notes and references. It presents a
more academic look into the youth
ministry and would be of value to
graduate students.
There is much insight into the
problems and concerns in youth
ministry.
It is recommended for academic,
bible college and church libraries.
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Sky Song: Stories of Spirituality and
Speculative Science, ed. By Steve
Stanton. Orilla, Ontario, Canada: Sky
Song, 2002. 268 pp. U.S. $14.95; Can.
$17.95. ISBN 0-9680502-2-0.
Reviewed by Werner A. Lind, Asst.
Library Director; Bluefield College,
Bluefield, Virginia.
All twenty-five of these stories have
appeared in Dreams and Visions, a
Canadian journal of Christian fiction
which Stanton (In the Den of the
Dragon and Supertight, Sky Song,
1996 and 1997) also edits, since its
inception in 1991. (Two of the best
were originally published elsewhere:
Stanton's own "A Perfect Match,"
which originally appeared in the wellknown Canadian magazine ON SPEC,
and Donna Farley's ''The Passing of the
Eclipse," which was included in
Bantam's Universe 2 anthology). Most
are science fiction; some are fantasy or
supernatural fiction, and some are
simply surreal, like the one featuring a
talking goat in a paisley ascot and
purple morning coat. Even the two
"ordinary" stories show the everyday
world subtly invaded by the miraculous.
In the best tradition of speculative
fiction, the sixteen American, Canadian,
and British writers represented her
explore the fantastic in order to
illuminate the real. While some are
better than others, all of the stories are
imaginative and absorbing. Not all of
them contain explicitly Christian
content, but all are informed by a
Christian spiritual and moral sensibility.
Many of them probe social and
philosophical issues that are both
contemporary and timeless, and many
demonstrate a powerful command of
symbolism. Taken together, the
collection is a treat for any reader who
enjoys fresh, well-crafted storytelling.
Two of the standouts and "The Healer,"
a poignant view of medical ethics by
physician and novelist (e.g., Red Planet
Rising, Crossway, 1995) Andrew
Seddon, and "Comprehending It Not,"
a haunting examination of what it
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means to be "human" by Cherith
Baldry, best known to U.S. readers for
her Stories of the Six Worlds series
(e.g., Cradoc's Quest, Chariot Victor,
1994).
Stanton has assembled a stellar
collection of rising talent. Highly
recommended to any library that
collects contemporary fiction.
Theological Librarians and the
Internet: Implications for Practice,
ed. by Mark Stover. New York: Haworth
Press, 2001. 214 pp. ISBN 0-7890-1342-8
Reviewed by Donald D. Smeeton,
Ph.D., Pentecostal Resource Center;
Lee University/ Church of God Theological Seminary, Cleveland Tennessee.
It is trite to state that the Internet
has changed the work for the librarian,
yet there are few sources to help those
who work in theological libraries to
understand those changes. Mark Stover
now offers a user-friendly text to help
librarians who work with patrons with
religious inquiries. By combining his
education in theology and library
science with the practical insights
gained by experience as a librarian at
San Diego State University, he offers
fresh analyses and useful application.
Stover opens the discussion with an
essay on change and continuity that
should assure the hesitant that the task
(what he calls the "content") of the
librarian continues even as the media
(the "form") changes. He then assembles a team of contributors who
discuss such topics as the ATLA Serials
Project, the function of Web catalogs,
electronic journals and serving distance
education students. Other essays focus
on Internet sources for Christian art,
homiletics and liturgy, as well as the
need for and characteristics of good
web design. Then he presents articles of
practical instructions on how the help
the researcher, whether that person is a
novice searcher or the graduate student
in theology.
My criticism has more to do with
the title of the book than its content.

The essays assume a Christian theology.
There is a token essay of interest to
students of Judaism, but Internet
sources on other religions will have to
be found elsewhere. This limitation is
unfortunate in view of the interest in
Islam following the events of September 11, 2001.
This work is a useful tool for a
wider circle of librarians than those
who work primarily with a theological
collection. Even public libraries should
have a copy of this book to help the
librarians respond to religious questions
that demand information that cannot be
located in the physical collections on
the shelves.
ReViewing The Movies: A Christian
Response to Contemporary Film, by
Peter Fraser and Vernon Edwin Neal.
Focal Point Series, Gene Edward Veith,
Jr., general editor. Wheaton, lllinois:
Crossway Books, 2000. 180pp.
$12.99 ISBN 1-58134-203-9
Reviewed by Rory Patterson, User
Education Librarian, Cedarville
University, Cedarville, Ohio.
Today's students will spend an
average of eleven years of their life
doing a certain thing they are not
trained to do: review television and
movies. Peter Fraser and Vernon Neal,
a professor and film critic respectively,
have written ReViewing The Movies to
help Christians knowledgeably evaluate
television and movies for those eleven
years (p. 142). Fraser and Neal provide
guidelines on how to evaluate movies
so their readers can know what good
movies are and promote them, can use
movies to witness, and can be entertained without being corrupted.
Fraser and Neal provide seven
criteria that film critics use to evaluate a
film as art, and then add the Christian
component of truthfulness. They make
the point that evaluating movies is not
using a checklist, such as the number of
swear words or amount of violence, but
rather getting beneath the surface and
thinking about its message. For
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example, Schindler List has language,
violence, and other objectionable
content, but the writers commend it for
"its powerful moral statements" (p. 68).
They use many other positive and
negative examples to emphatically
prove their points, yet do so in a way
that keeps the book fun to read. If
nothing else, the book is worth the price
for the chapter "Reviewer's Guide"
which lists movies by categories with
their titles, directors, actors, and a
sentence summary.
ReViewing The Movies is a practical
book for all adult readers. A Christianity and Culture class could also use it.
It lays a good foundation for why and
how Christians should evaluate movies,
and provides lists of further readings.
Unlike many coauthored books, it is
hard to tell who writes which parts, and
the authors write well together, merging
their expertise in film criticism and
popular culture. So, let's re-view the
movies.
Living Water for Thirsty Souls:
Unleashing the Power of Exegetical
Preaching, by Marvin A. McMickle.
Valley Forge, PA: Judson Pres, 2001.
218 pp. $16.00. ISBN 0-8170- 1358-X
Reviewed by Dr. Donald L. Tucker,
Professor of Christian Education and
Preaching, Valley Forge Christian
College, Phoenixville, Pennsylvania.

Marvin McMickle, schooled at the
feet of the venerable Gardner Taylor,
(identified by Time magazine as "the
dean of the nation's black preachers"),
is a veteran preacher with 25 years of
experience. He currently serves as
pastor of Antioch Baptist Church,
Cleveland, Ohio and associate professor of homiletics at Ashland Theological Seminary. He is a frequent contributor to homiletics journals, coauthor of the recent An Encyclopedia of
African American Christian Heritage
(Judson 2002), author of Preaching to
the Black Middle Class: Words of
Challenge, Words of Hope (Judson
2000) and From Pulpit to Politics:
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Reflections on the Separation of
Church and State (1998).
McMickle's purpose is to provide a
model for those with little formal
training in biblical interpretation,
encouragement to those leery of critical
methods of exegesis, and a useful
review for experienced preachers.
Developed through his teaching at four
different theological seminaries,
McMickle calls his technique the 8 Ls
method.
Without using terminology that may
evoke negative reaction (such as form
criticism, literary criticism, criterion of
dissimilarity, or historical-grammatical
method) his 8 Ls cover the essential
components of approaching scripture in
order to derive sermonic material from
a clear understanding of the meaning of
the text. What the text says and means
(and how the preacher forms the fmal
sermon) are determined by the Limits,
Literature, Location, Language, Links,
Leads, Lessons, and Life Application
found within the passage. Building on
the theme "Is there any word from the
Lord?" (Jeremiah 37: 17), the author
does an admirable job explaining each
component. There are numerous
practical suggestions for implementing
the techniques reviewed and references
to other important tools. He gives
particularly helpful advice on how to
develop multiple sermons from the
same text.
This is not a text on sermon
structure (introductions, conclusions,
illustrations, or delivery). McMickle's
book is on how to approach the biblical
text through various facets of careful
study, even the "power of a single
word" (p. 22). It is rich with examples
and ideas for pulling out meanings and
insights to apply scripture to contemporary congregational needs. His goal is
to help the preacher "develop the discipline
of thinking theologically" (p.l59).
I must admit when I first received
Living Water for Thirsty Souls, I
thought "not another book on preaching!" But, after the first chapter, I was
hooked. This book is useful as a first
time primer or as an insightful review

(with a few golden nuggets) for
seasoned veterans.
Jesus the Pastor, by John W. Frye.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000. 179
pp. $14.99 ISBN 0-310-22995-2
Reviewed by Philip D. McLeod, Wee
President ofAcademic Affairs, Valley Forge
Christian College, Phoenixville, PA

In an age of busy schedules and an
ever-increasing pool of resource
materials for pastors, the return to the
basic principles and models of Jesus as
the basis for pastoral ministry is a
welcome and valued resource. This
book follows in the tradition of a
classic work such as The Training of
the Twelve and contemporary slogan
such as "what would Jesus do?" in
framing the life of Jesus as a comprehensive model for ministry. Author
John W. Frye, who has served as a
teaching pastor for nearly 20 years,
focuses attention on Jesus as the
"pastor's pastor" and then examines a
dozen key elements of pastoral ministry
in the light of the life and ministry of
Jesus. Each of these elements is
introduced by a personal illustration
from Frye's experience that is fleshed
out with commentary on the approach
Jesus would take and practical advice to
apply the principle in today's pastorate.
Jesus the Pastor is an excellent
resource for students preparing for the
ministry and at the same time is
valuable as a benchmarking work for
experienced pastors. This is the type of
book that brings nods of acknowledgment and identification from those who
have served for any length of time as a
pastor or spiritual leader. The appeal of
this book is simplicity and comprehensiveness in the same package. College
and university libraries with strong
programs in religious studies, as well as
seminary libraries, will want to purchase this work. Bible college libraries
will also want to seriously consider
purchasing it as well. It is also an
excellent addition to the pastor's library
of practical theology.
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